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SUB J : NATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS OPENS 
REF: LISBON 4076 

SUMMARY: NATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS CONVENED BY INTERSINDICAL 
OPENED JULY 25 FOR THREE DAY SESSION. CONGRESS PROMOTING EXPECTED 
THEMES OF CLASS STRUGGLE, ANTI-CAPITALISM, ANTI-IMPERIALISM. 

LABOR MINISTER COSTA MARTINS SPOKE OF WORKER S SACRIFICES NECESSARY 
TO BUILD SOCIALISM. CONGRESS CANCELS SCHEDULED PUBLIC SESSION. 

END SUMMARY: 
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1. A THREE DAY NATIONAL LABOR CONGRESS, ORGANIZED BY INTERSINDICAL, 
OPENED IN LISBON JULY 25 WITH CLAIMED REPRESENTATION FROM 
APPROXIMATELY 200 UNIONS. CONGRESS OPEN TO ALL UNIONS, 

WHETHER OR NOT AFFILIATED WITH INTERSINDICAL, BUT PRO- 
COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP OF INTERSINDICAL CLEARLY IN CONTROL. 

2. OPENING SESSION SET TONE OF CONGRESS, WITH EMPHASIS ON UNITY 

OF WORKING CLASS IN STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISTS AND IMPERIALISTS. 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER MANUEL LOPEZ ADMITTED THAT IT WAS EASIER TO OBTAIN 
UNITY AGAINST FASCISM THAN TO MAINTAIN IT DURING STRUGGLE TO 
TRANSFORM SOCIETY. SPEECH WAS HARDLINE MARXIST EXPOSITION OF 
FUNDAMENTAL CLASS STRUGGLE, WITH DIATRIBE AGAINST "PLURALISM" AND 
IN FAVOR OF DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM. 

3. LABOR MINISTER COSTA MARTINS’ SPEECH NOTED THAT PRIOR TO APRIL 

25 REVOLUTION, WORKERS' DEMANDS WERE ORIENTED TOWARD WAGES, HOURS, 
AND WORKING CONDITIONS. IN CONTRAST, NEW TENDENCY IS FOR 
DESTRUCTION OF MONOPOLISTIC, CAPITALISTIC SYSTEM. CONSTRUCTION OF 
SOCIALISM IS DIFFICULT TASK AND REQUIRES SACRIFICES FROM WORKERS. 
NEWLY FORMED 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON WORKING HOURS WILL ISSUE REGULATIONS TO 
REDUCE "DISTORTIONS" IN WORK WEEK. (COMMENT: THIS WILL RESULT IN 
ADDED HOURS FOR SOME HERETOFORE PRIVILEGED BANK WORKERS.) 

MINISTER SPOKE OF URGENT NEED FOR ADDED GOVERNMENTAL INVESTMENT TO 
OFFSET LACK OF PRIVATE INVESTMENT AND TO CREATE NEW EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES. COSTA MARTINS CLAIMED THAT LABOR MINISTRY IS 
FUNDAMENTALLY NON-PARTISAN AND THAT ON BECOMING MINISTER HE HAD 
REQUESTED EACH PARTY TO SUBMIT CANDIDATES FOR SENIOR POSITIONS. 
IMPLIED IT NOT HIS FAULT IF SOME PARTIES NOT FORTHCOMING, AND THAT 
PARTICIPATION IN MINISTRY STILL OPEN TO THOSE INTERESTED 
IN RESOLVING PROBLEMS OF WORKERS. 

4. CONGRESS VOTED DOWN A PROPOSAL TO DELAY PROCEEDINGS UNTIL 
OCTOBER. THE INTENT OF THIS MOTION WAS TO POSTPONE THE ELECTION OF 
THE NEW INTERSINDICAL DIRECTORATE UNTIL AFTER INTERNAL UNION 
ELECTIONS ARE HELD DURING AUGUST AND SEPTEMBR. CONSIDERING THE 
DMONIATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS BY INTERSINDICAL, IT IS SURPRISING 
THAT THE MOTION WAS EVEN ALLOWED TO BE PRESENTED. THE CONGRESS 
ALSO VOTED TO DOUBLE UNION ASSESSMENTS DUE TO INTERSINDICAL, 

FROM THREE TO SIX PERCENT, AND TO CANCEL THE CLOSING SESSION 
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OF THE CONGRESS, WHICH WAS TO HAVE BEEN HELD IN LISBON BULL- 
RING AND OPEN TO PUBLIC. REASONS GIVEN FOR CANCELLATION 
WAS SO THAT WORKERS COULD BE CONSTANTLY AVAILABLE FOR MOBILI- 
ZATION FOR REVOLUTIONARY VIGILANCE AND TRAFFIC CONTROL. 
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